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“  For  all  people  will  walk  every  one  in  the  name  of  his  god,  and  we  will  walk  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord  our  God  for  ever  and  ever.” — Micah  iv.  5. 


It  is  very  common  to  contemplate  the  missionary  enterprise  under  sublime  and 
commanding  points  of  view.  The  advocate  of  missions  will  cause  the  picture  of  “  a 
world  lying  in  wickedness  ”  to  pass  before  his  audience,  and  will  sketch,  with  all  the 
power  of  which  he  is  master,  the  misery  and  degradation  of  the  worshippers  of  idols. 
And  when  he  has  excited  every  sensibility  by  means  of  the  melancholy  exhibition,  he 
will  turn  to  the  records  of  prophecy,  and  show  how  all  the  ignorance  may  be  dispersed, 
and  the  wretchedness  removed,  through  the  Gospel  of  Christ.  And  undoubtedly  he 
takes  an  impregnable  position  when  he  thus  directs  attention  to  the  heathen  world,  not 
only  as  overspread  with  superstition  and  suffering,  but  as  “  given  for  an  inheritance  to 
the  Lord  our  Redeemer.”  If  he  could  only  dwell  on  the  vast  extent  and  enormous 
power  of  idolatry,  pointing  to  myriads  on  myriads  of  our  race,  debased  by  ancestral 
superstition,  and  inveterately  wedded  to  their  sin  and  their  shame,  he  might  indeed 
succeed  in  exciting  the  commiseration  of  Christians,  but  hardly,  perhaps,  in  obtaining 
their  succours  to  the  crusade  which  he  meditates.  There  will  be  a  feeling  that  the 
enterprise  is  too  colossal  to  be  undertaken — that  the  very  greatness  of  the  evil  to  be 
remedied  must  render  every  effort  unavailing;  and  that  it  would,  therefore,  be  wiser  to 
sit  down  inactive,  or  to  employ  on  nearer  objects  the  energies  which  make  no 
impression  on  distant.  But  when,  after  delineating  the  miseries  of  heathenism,  the 
advocate  of-  missions  turns  to  the  sure  word  of  prophecy,  he  leaves  no  place  for  the 
objection  which  the  seeming  hopelessness  of  the  task  might  naturally  suggest.  Having 
the  repeated  declarations  of  God  for  his  warrant,  that  heathenism,  in  all  its  extent, 
shall  at  last  yield  to  Christianity;  he  can  affirm  that  he  summons  only  to  what  is  sure 
of  ultimate  success,  when  he  summons  to  the  planting  the  cross  on  the  islands  and  the 
continents  where  idols  now  reign.  The  picture  which  he  first  paints — that  of  the 
fearful  estate  of  the  millions  who  “  worship  the  stock  and  the  stone,”  might  almost  repress 
by  its  vastness  the  resolve  which  this  gloom  had  produced,  of  attempting  a  remedy. 
But  the  picture  which  he  next  paints — that  of  evil  expelled  from  this  creation,  and  the 
whole  earth  turned  into  one  mighty  temple,  echoing  in  its  every  department  with  the 
praises  of  the  Lamb  that  was  slain  ; — this  is  fitted  to  stir  even  sloth  into  action,  and 
cowardice  into  bravery ;  and  who  will  refuse  to  “  come  to  the  help  of  the  Lord  against 
the  mighty,”  when  assured  of  a  day  in  which  the  great  tower  shall  fall,  and  all  tribes 
and  all  tongues  shall  bow  delighted  to  the  sceptre  of  Christ  ? 

And  yet  it  is  not  unlikely  that  the  survey  of  missions  under  so  glorious  an  aspect 
may  keep  men  from  considering  them  under  less  striking,  but  not  less  important  points 
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of  view.  Dazzled  by  the  brilliancy  of  the  spectacle,  when  the  kingdom  of  heaven  is 
represented  as  superseding  all  earthly  dominion,  and  Christianity,  aided  by  ourselves, 
casting  down  temple  after  temple  till  no  idol  remains,  we  may  easily  overlook  the 
benefits,  for  example,  which  are  accruing  to  ourselves — benefits  so  great,  that  the 
Church  might  justly  be  urged  to  send  preachers  to  the  heathen,  if  only  as  a  means 
to  her  own  revival  and  advancement.  If  we  sought  only  the  advancement  of  true 
religion  at  home,  we  should  be  strenuous  in  our  endeavours  to  promote  it  abroad. 
There  is  far  more  than  the  repayment  of  any  outlay.  Missions,  whether  successful  or 
unsuccessful,  so  far  as  the  conversion  of  Pagans  is  concerned,  return  one  hundred-fold 
multiplied  to  the  land  whence  they  sprung  —  return  in  demonstration  of  human 
corruption,  of  the  need  of  a  Mediator  ;  and  of  the  truth  and  power  of  the  Gospel — return 
in  a  stimulus  to  self-examination,  in  incentive  to  prayer,  in  warning  against  caring  for 
others  and  neglecting  ourselves.  For  example,  the  mere  fact  of  engaging  in  the 
endeavour  of  making  Christ  known  to  the  heathen  is  likely  to  force  on  us  the  inquiry, 
Do  we  know  him  for  ourselves?  The  inconsistency  is  so  palpable  of  labouring  to  teach 
others  what  we  are  ignorant  or  neglectful  of,  that  the  man  who  is  interested  in  the 
conversion  of  Pagans,  will  most  necessarily  be  brought  to  consider,  whether  he  be 
indeed  a  convert  himself.  There  is  nothing,  moreover,  better  adapted  to  produce  or 
strengthen  persuasion  of  the  worth  of  Christianity,  than  acquaintance  with  the  actual 
state  of  the  heathen  world.  We  are  so  accustomed  to  the  advantages  resulting  from 
Christianity,  the  blessings  it  imparts  have  been  so  long  enjoyed,  that  we  require  to  be 
reminded  of  our  privileges,  lest  we  either  overlook  or  ascribe  to  other  sources  what  we 
are  continually  deriving  from  the  possession  of  the  Bible.  And  whenever,  therefore, 
the  missionary  sends  home  his  records  of  heathenism,  pourtraying  in  dark  facts  the 
condition  of  those  who  are  without  revelation,  we  have  Christianity  commended  by  the 
contrast,  and  we  can  hardly  fail  to  exclaim,  “  Who  hath  made  us  to  differ  ?”  and  to 
prize  more  highly  the  oracles  of  our  God? 

These  are  obvious  advantages.  It  is  a  very  peculiar  use  which  may  be  said  to  be 
made  of  missions  in  our  text.  The  heathen  are  surveyed  not  as  abandoning  their  false¬ 
hood  and  superstition,  but  as  adhering  to  them  with  the  greatest  earnestness  and 
tenacity — “  For  all  people  will  walk  every  one  in  the  name  of  his  god.’’  False  gods 
they  are,  but  they  refuse  to  forsake  them  ;  dark  and  oppressive  is  their  service  ;  but  they 
will  not  abandon  it.  And  from  this  steadfastness  of  the  heathen  the  argument  is  drawn 
for  making  the  resolve — “  and  we  will  walk  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  our  God  for  ever 
and  ever  as  though  it  had  been  urged,  If  the  Pagan  adheres  to  what  is  false,  shall  we 
forsake  what  is  true  ?  if  he  serve  his  idols  with  constancy,  shame  onus,!  inexcusable 
must  we  be  if  we  turn  aside  from  the  Lord  our  God.  There  is  everything  in  the  argu¬ 
ment  to  aggravate  the  charge  which  may,  but  too  often,  be  brought  against  God’s 
chosen  people  ; — the  tenacity  with  which  false  deities  are  adhered  to,  does  but  set  in 
stronger  light  the  fickleness  of  the  professed  servants  of  the  true.  The  powerlessness  of 
idols — their  utter  inability  to  advantage  their  worshippers,  makes  more  abominable  and 
more  remarkable  the  desertion  of  Jehovah,  who  has  shown  in  a  thousand  ways  that  he 
is  Lord  of  the  universe,  and  can  wield  all  its  agencies  whether  to  preserve  or  destroy. 

But  let  us  expand  the  argument ;  or  explain  and  apply  it  in  greater  detail.  Let  us 
suppose  that  the  missionaries  whom  we  have  despatched  to  islands  and  cities  surrounded 
by  heathenism  have  sent  home  their  reports;  let  us  sit  down  to  an  examination  of  these 
reports,  and  let  us  see  whether  the  testimony  to  the  constancy  of  idolaters — to  the  fact 
that  “  all  people  will  walk  every  one  in  the  name  of  his  god”  be  not  full  of  rebuke  to 
ourselves  if  we  fail  in  any  measure  to  act  on  the  resolve — “  we  will  walk  in  the  name  of 
the  Lord  our  God  for  ever  and  ever.” 

Now  what  the  missionary  ascertains  is  not  that  idolators  refuse  to  add  to  the  number 
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of  their  idols,  but  only  that  they  will  not  exchange  their  idols.  If  they  admit  new,  they 
nevertheless  adhere  to  the  old.  There  was  little  difficulty  amongst  the  ancient  Romans 
in  procuring  divine  honours  for  some  additional  deity.  The  Pantheon  was'  open  to 
fresh  candidates  ;  but  there  was  no  renunciation  of  those  objects  of  worship,  which  had 
already  obtained  a  temple  or  a  shrine.  New  deities  may  be  introduced  ;  still  “all  people 
will  walk  every  one  in  the  name  of  his  god.”  They  refuse  to  give  up  that  god  whom  they 
regard  as  emphatically  their  own.  But  let  us  see  upon  what  principle  the  heathen 
would  be  iikely  to  justify  their  adherence;  for  whilst  Satan  would  labour  to  produce  it, 
he  can  only  diffuse  it  through  certain  sentiments,  which  he  either  excites  or  confirms. 
And  the  heathen,  we  may  imagine,  would  argue  that  the  gods  whom  they  were  called 
to  abandon,  were  the  gods  of  their  fathers  and  the  gods  of  their  country',  and  that  on  both 
accounts  it  became  them  to  be  firm  in  their  adherence.  “  Shall  we,”  they  might  say, 
“  leave  the  gods  whom  our  ancestors  served,  and  whose  images  they  bequeathed  to  us  as 
the  most  sacred  deposit?  shall  we  thus  profess  to  be  wiser  than  our  fathers,  and  throw 
contempt  upon  them,  as  having  lived  and  died  in  error  ?  These  gods,  moreover,  are 
the  gods  of  the  land  ;  other  countries  have  their  deities,  but  our  country  is  appropriated 
to  certain  presiding  powers,  and  it  were  as  vain  as  impious,  to  think  of  assigning  to  us 
any  new  divinity.”  By  such  reasons  might  a  people  justify  their  refusal  to  change 
their  gods ;  and  we  want  to  know,  whether  if  our  missionaries  sent  home  tidings  of  their 
having  been  met  with  these  reasons,  there  would  not  be  cause  for  our  feeling  rebuked  ;  and 
for  our  feeling  that  the  fidelity  of  the  heathen  to  their  deities,  condemned  our  inconstancy 
towards  God.  Shall  the  Pagan  adhere  to  his  idols,  because  they  were  the  idols  of  his 
fathers?  and  shall  we  virtually  revolt  from  that  God  whom  our  ancestors  served,  and 
whose  truth,  though  at  the  cost  of  substance  and  life,  they  handed  dowm  to  us  to  as  the 
most  precious  possession  ?  Shall  the  Pagan  hold  that  his  idols  are  the  tutelary  deities 
of  the  land,  and  therefore  not  to  he  forsaken?  and  shall  we  turn  away  from  that 
Almighty  Being,  who  hath  mercifully  spread  over  our  land  the  shield  of  his  protection, 
or  kept  us  (we  might  almost  say)  within  the  hollow  of  his  hand  ?  Yea,  we  may  change 
our  gods  if  we  will,  yielding  to  the  opposition  of  science,  falsely  so  called  ;  we  may  burn 
incense  before  images,  which  the  madness  of  speculation  would  set  up,  when  reason  is 
too  proud  to  bow  meekly  to  revelation  ;  or,  suffering  ourselves  to  be  again  entangled  in 
the  yoke  of  bondage,  we  may7  forget  our  Protestantism,  and  turn  back  to  Popery,  thus 
substituting  for  the  pure  and  reformed  an  adulterated  Christianity  ;  but  in  either  case 
we  should,  to  use  the  words  of  Jeremiah,  be  “  changing  our  glory  for  that  which  cannot 
profit.”  It  is  our  glory  as  a  people,  it  is  our  glory  as  individuals,  to  take  as  our  God 
the  God  of  the  Bible — a  God  who  has  revealed  himself  through  his  Son  Jesus  Christ, 
providing  through  his  obedience  and  death  for  our  pardon  and  life.  There  is  nothing, 
whether  in  deism  or  a  garbled  Christianity,  by  which  we  can  be  profited.  Take  away 
revelation,  and  it  is  but  turning  history  into  prophecy  to  say  that  we  shall  rapidly 
decline  in  all  that  is  comely  and  excellent.  Remove  the  distinguishing  doctrines  of 
Christianity — justification  by  faith,  salvation  by  Christ;  and  the  sinner  is  left  where  he 
was — an  outcast  for  eternity.  And  in  a  special  sense  is  Protestantism  our  glory.  A 
righteous  ancestry  counted  not  their  lives  dear,  that  the  worship  of  the  one  God,  through 
the  one  Mediator  Christ,  might  be  established  amongst  us  in  its  purity  and  integrity. 
The  profession  of  this  pure  religion  has  served  to  draw  upon  us  and  around  us,  as  visible 
tokens  of  the  favour  of  God  as  encircled  the  Jews  of  old,  when  he  was  a  burning  fire 
to  them  on  the  right  hand  and  on  the  left.  Change  Protestantism  for  Popery,  and 
indeed  we  change  our  glory  for  that  which  cannot  profit.  Yet  are  many  disposed, 
either  to  further  the  change,  or  take  no  pains  at  least  to  prevent  it.  There  is  no  lack 
of  that  philosophising  spirit,  which  would  either  set  aside  revelation,  or  strip  it  of  its 
grand  and  life-giving  doctrines  ;  and  certainly  there  is  abundance  of  that  proselyting  zeal 
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which  would  re-ii)9tate  Komanism  in  all  its  lost  power,  and  bring  this  country  under  a 
tyranny  which  shook  its  foundations  to  destroy.  But  ere  we  make  the  exchange,  let  us 
hear  the  tidings  from  the  broad  realms  of  heathenism.  What  have  you  to  say,  mis¬ 
sionaries,  who  are  labouring  amongst  pagans,  and  endeavouring  to  prevail  with  them  to 
change  their  gods?  “  We  can  make  little  or  no  way  ;  the  heathen  is  obstinate  in  his 
refusal  to  abandon  powers  which  his  fathers  worshipped,  and  who,  as  he  thinks,  preside 
over  his  country.”  Oh  !  shame  then  upon  us,  if  we  either  substitute  Rationalism  for 
simple  Christianity,  or  allow  Protestantism  to  be  supplanted  by  Popery !  Shame  upon 
us!  The  very  Pagan  upbraids  us.  What  are  his  reasons  for  adherence  compared  with 
our  own  ?  Does  he  imagine  the  spirit  of  his  ancestors  is  still  gifted  with  consciousness, 
and  observant  how  he  guards  the  deposit?  We  verily  are  “  compassed  about  with  a 
great  cloud  of  witnesses;”  patriarchs,  and  prophets,  and  martyrs,  and  confessors,  bend 
from  their  lofty  abode,  watching  the  earnestness  with  which  we  “contend  for  the  faith 
once  delivered  to  the  saints.”  Does  he  fancy  that  the  land  of  his  birth  is  specially 
under  the  gurdianship  of  those  whom  he  adores?  We  say  there  is  evidence  to  convince 
all  who  will  examine,  that  the  favour  so  marvellously  extended  to  us  by  God,  has  been 
extended  to  us  as  the  champions  of  truth,  and  might  be  expected  to  cease  the  moment 
we  gave  ear  to  seducing  doctrines.  Thus  the  heathen  must  rise  up  in  judgment  against 
us,  if  either  nationally  or  individually  we  renounce  our  God,  or  turn  after  falsehood  ; 
and  the  result  of  every  missionary  inquiry  will  go  to  prove  that  there  hath  been  no  such 
thing  as  that  with  whose  perpetration  God  might  then  justly  charge  us — “  all  people 
will  walk  every  one  in  the  name  of  his  god.”  This  is  what  the  missionary  tells  us.  Oh  ! 
then  can  you  measure  the  confusion  which  should  cover  us  if  we  fail  to  adopt  and  act 
on  the  resolve — “and  we  will  walk  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  our  God  for  over  and 
ever  ?” 

But  as  yet  we  have  hardly  made  a  fair  appeal  to  the  missionary  testimony;  we  have 
reasoned  as  though  it  were  a  change  of  one  deity  for  another  w'hich  was  proposed  to  the 
heathen,  whereas  it  is  the  forsaking  that  false  deity  for  the  true.  We  call  to  our  mis¬ 
sionaries,  whom  we  have  sent  forth  with  the  precious  seed  of  the  word,  hoping  to  reclaim 
through  their  husbandry  the  waste  places  of  the  earth,  and  we  anxiously  propose  to 
them  the  question,  Has  a  peojile  ceased  to  “  walk  in  the  name  of  its  god.”  Alas!  as 
yet  there  is  nothing  very  encouraging  in  the  answers  received.  The  missionaries 
indeed  tell  us  of  instances  of  individual  conversion,  and  occasionally  of  families,  and 
almost  of  tribes  breaking  away  from  their  idols  and  bowing  before  the  cross ;  and  we 
thank  God  for  every  such  instance,  knowing  that  our  duty  is  not  to  be  measured  by 
success,  inasmuch  as  it  rests  upon  positive  command  ;  but  yet  taking  courage  from  such 
afforded  proof,  that  our  labour  is  not  wholly  in  vain  in  the  Lord.  But  the  days  have 
evidently  not  arrived,  in  which  the  heathen  are  nationally  to  renounce  their  idols,  and 
nationally  to  embrace  Christianity.  The  missionary  report  is  still  a  report  of  adherence 
to  eiror,  and  opposition  to  truth ;  and  the  question  now  is,  as  to  the  inferences  which  are 
to  be  drawn  from  this  report — inferences  reproachful  to  ourselves,  or  containing  lessons 
which  it  may  become  us  to  study  and  apply  with  the  utmost  deligence.  The  gist  of  the 
text,  as  we  have  already  said,  is,  that  the  tenacity  with  which  the  heathen  adhere  to  their 
idols,  helps  to  condemn,  or  display  in  its  atrociousness,  the  conduct  of  the  Jew,  or 
the  Christian,  who  shall  renounce  or  be  cold  in  the  service  of  his  Creator  and 
Redeemer. 

Let  us  then  suppose  a  number  of  you,  who  have  dedicated  yourselves  to  the  service  of 
God,  but  who  now  “  halting  between  two  opinions,”  are  tempted  to  return  to  the  world 
and  its  idols ;  for  it  is  not  exactly  to  the  case  of  those  who  are  professedly  indifferent  to 
religion,  that  we  can  make  any  application  of  the  example  of  the  heathen.  In  real 
truth  their  case  is  well  nigh  the  same  with  that  of  the  heathen,  so  that  there  is  little 
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room  for  the  argument  of  contrast;  for  I  know  not  what  great  moral  difference  there  ia 
between  the  idolater  at  home  and  the  idolater  abroad,  however  the  idolatry  may  be 
varied,  or  be  more  refined  in  the  one  case  than  in  the  other.  The  idolatry  at  home  may 
be  more  intellectual,  and  the  idolatry  abroad  may  be  more  material,  but,  neverthelesss, 
the  very  same  may  be  the  objects  of  worship ;  and  the  parochial  minister,  who  urges  a 
nominal  Christian  to  pausing  in  the  pursuit  of  money,  or  the  chase  of  pleasure,  that  he 
may  do  the  bidding  of  his  God,  is  similarly  circumstanced  with  the  missionary,  who 
presses  on  the  Pagan  that  he  renounce  graven  images — and  these  “  graven  images”  are 
but  personifications  of  avarice  or  lust — and  give  himself  to  a  religion  of  high  command 
and  self-denial.  And  so  far  as  lessons  to  our  own  idolaters  are  concerned,  we  gather 
nothing  from  the  steadfastness  with  which  “  all  people  will  walk  every  one  in  the  name 
of  his  god,”  but  melancholy  evidence  as  to  the  difficulty  of  conversion.  We  can  but 
bring  into  the  assembly  of  the  unconverted  the  missionary  despatch,  which  tells  us  that 
nations  have  not  changed  their  gods,  and  use  it  as  a  document  which  confirms  our  every 
statement,  that  nothing  short  of  Divine  power  can  turn  them  to  Christ.  But  there  is  a 
different  lesson  for  those  on  whom  the  great  change  of  conversion  is  supposed  to  have 
passed — who,  having  tasted  of  “  the  powers  of  the  world  to  come,”  incline  to  the 
returning  to  the  ways  of  unrighteousness.  If  there  be  such  amongst  yourselves — the  back¬ 
sliders  or  the  waverers,  let  them  attend  whilst  we  open  the  despatches  from  heathen 
dominions,  and  let  them  see  whether  they  are  in  in  no  way  condemned  by  their  contents. 
These  despatches — alas,  alas  !  they  do  not  tell  how  Christianity  is  rapidly  progressing; 
they  do  not  state  that  the  temples  are  falling;  they  are  rather  filled  with  the  mournful 
complaint,  “  Who  hath  believed  our  report,  and  to  whom  hath  the  arm  of  the  Lord  been 
revealed  1”  and  their  burden  is,  that  notwithstanding  all  the  efforts,  the  sacrifices,  and 
the  prayers,  the  nations  have  not  changed  their  gods.  And  the  reading  of  these 
dispatches,  perhaps,  excites  in  those  whom- we  gather  round  the  board,  feelings  of  wonder 
and  almost  of  indignation;  they  can  scarcely  refrain  from  bitter  invective  against  the 
obdurate  Pagan,  who  rejects  the  light  though  so  fully  presented,  and  clings  to  a  darkness 
more  oppressive  than  that  which  once  hung  as  a  plague  over  Egypt.  But  now  let  the 
backsliders  or  waverers  propose  to  themselves  this  question — Shall  God  be  worse  served 
than  idols  ?  It  is  no  easy  service  that  of  idols.  Witness  the  victims  which  are  laid  upon 
the  altars;  witness  the  stripes,  the  macerations,  the  penances  of  the  heathen;  witness  the 
dim  hope  of  futurity — a  hope  so  indistinct,  that  it  could  scarcely  animate  to  the  most 
trifling  endurances,  and  nevertheless  it  is  all  that  is  granted  to  those  who  must  ascend 
the  funeral  pile,  or  suffer  themselves  to  be  crushed  beneath  the  chariot  wheels  of  an 
image.  What  is  the  service  of  Christ  ?  “My  yoke  is  easy,  and  my  burden  is  light.”  There 
is  nothing  enjoined,  which  it  is  not  our  present  benefit  to  do ;  and  nothing  forbidden, 
which  it  is  not  for  our  present  benefit  to  shun.  We  must  indeed  mortify  the  flesh,  follow 
after  holiness,  and  live  not  to  ourselves,  but  to  God.  But  experience  abundantly  attests, 
that  there  is  immeasurably  more  of  happiness  in  such  a  course  than  in  any  one  which  pur 
own  passions  could  dictate.  And  even  if  the  service  of  God  were  not  perfect  freedom,  the 
future  is  lit  up  for  the  Christian  with  such  unclouded  glory,  that  having  respect  unto 
the  recompense  of  the  reward,  he  might  justly  despise  toil  and  imprisonment,  and  feel 
himself  incalculably  a  gainer  in  counting  all  things  but  loss  for  Christ  and  for  heaven. 
What  a  contrast,  then,  is  the  service  of  God  to  the  service  of  idols!  The  isles  of  the 
sea  show  us  the  idolator,  shrinking  from  the  frown  of  the  sanguinary  deity,  and 
endeavouring  to  avert  it  by  his  own  blood,  or  that  of  his  offspring.  Pagan  continents 
display  to  us  the  wretched  devotee,  exhausting  life  with  frightful  endurances,  and  then 
meeting  death  with  a  dreary  doubt  as  to  their  efficacy  in  saving  from  miseries  a 
thousand-fold  aggravated.  And  then  let  Christianity  make  her  statement — Christianity, 
which  reveals  God  under  the  most  endearing  of  characters,  not  as  requiring  our 
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sufferings,  but  as  giving  bis  own  Son  to  suffer  in  our  stead  ;  Christianity,  which  has  a 
balm  for  every  grief,  a  remedy  for  every  disorder  ;  Christianity  which  sustains  in  duty, 
comforts  in  trial,  dries  human  tears,  elevates  human  hopes,  gives  contentment  in  life, 
and  triumph  in  death.  Ah  !  what  a  contrast !  But  if  such  be  the  contrast  between 
the  service  of  God  and  the  service  of  idols,  do  you  not  see  what  force  there  is  in  the 
reasoning  of  our  text,  which  argues  our  enormity  if  we  fall  back  to  the  world,  from  the 
tenacity  with  which  the  Pagan  adheres  to  his  superstition  ?  Shall  idols,  which  are 
served  with  agony,  and  whose  wages  are  terror,  find  their  worshippers  inflexibly  constant? 
and  shall  Christ,  who  bestows  a  peace  which  passeth  all  understanding,  who  throws 
open  a  kingdom  which  fadeth  not  away — shall  he  have  to  point  to  waverers  who  are 
inclined  to  forsake  him,  or  to  backsliders  who  have  deserted  his  cause?  Indeed,  in 
this  way  the  constancy  of  the  heathen  may  well  put  the  professed  Christian  to  the  blush. 
The  missionary  dispatch,  though  it  be  a  chronicle  of  defeats  rather  than  of  victories, 
should  suggest  to  those  who  have  returned  to  forsaken  sins,  or  who  are  tempted  to  relapse, 
the  aggravated  criminality  of  abandoning  Christ.  There  is  no  excuse,  there  can  be  no 
excuse  whilst  cities  adhere  to  a  galling  religion,  and  countries  will  not  leave  their  blood¬ 
thirsty  gods.  I  appeal  to  the  Pagan  in  his  unshaken  idolatry  ;  I  appeal  to  him  stretched  on 
the  rack;  I  appeal  to  him  as  he  passes  through  the  fire;  I  appeal  to  him  as  he  gives  his 
first-born  that  he  may  propitiate  an  offended  God.  Oh  !  could  a  complaint  come  more 
touchingly  or  more  reproachfully  from  God,  than  when  he  contrasts  the  faithfulness  of 
idolatry  with  the  faithlessness  of  his  own  servants  ?  Think  of  it,  ye  who  lean  towards 
the  world,  though  you  have  professed  that  the  friendship  of  the  world  is  enmity  to  God. 
It  were  the  complaint  of  the  most  affectionate  and  generous  of  parents,  who  to  show 
disobedient  children  the  foulness  of  their  conduct,  points  to  the  family  of  a  fierce 
tyrannical  father,  who  is  served  with  all  zeal  and  all  assiduousness.  Yes  !  God  might 
convict  the  backslider,  by  bidding  him  go  and  look  upon  Calvary,  and  compute,  if  he 
could,  the  vast  price  at  which  he  had  been  bought;  or  by  sending  him  to  the  annals 
of  martyrs  and  confessors,  that  he  might  see  with  what  constancy  others  have  per¬ 
severed,  though  far  more  sorely  tried.  But  indeed,  if  the  heart  be  yet  accessible  to  what 
is  most  pathetic  in  remonstrance — if  the  conscience  can  be  roused  by  what  is  most 
energetic  in  reproof,  or  the  affections  be  moved  by  what  is  most  touching  in  complaint, 
then  let  the  backslider  be  bidden  to  survey  the  heathen  world;  let  him  consider  how 
the  Pagan  will  adhere  to  his  idols,  though  they  exact  from  him  toil,  and  maceration, 
and  blood,  and  have  nothing  to  give  him  in  return  ;  and  then,  when  he  has  pondered 
the  fact  that  “  all  people  will  walk  every  one  in  the  name  of  his  god,”  let  him  resist,  if 
lie  can,  the  plaintiveness  of  the  implied  expostulation,  “And  will  you  not  walk  in  the 
name  ot  the  Lord  your  God  for  ever  and  ever?” 

My  brethren,  there  scarcely  seems  any  limit  to  the  variety  of  motives  with  which 
the  Christian  preacher  may  urge  his  people  to  righteousness.  The  Bible  furnishes  him 
with  such  different  topics,  that  proposing  always  the  same  end,  he  may  continually  be 
employing  fresh  instrumentality.  To-day  we  have  sought  our  motives  from  the  realms 
oi  heathenism;  but  we  might  have  travelled  to  a  wholly  different  region.  In  place  of 
introducing  you  to  the  darkness  and  superstition  of  the  Pagan  world,  we  might  have 
engaged  you  with  the  details  of  that  mysterious  conflict  which  is  carried  on  invisibly  on 
the  theatre  of  this  creation — good  and  evil  spirits  the  combatants,  and  our  own  breasts 
often  the  scene  of  the  battle.  VYe  might  have  endeavoured  to  rouse  the  unconverted 
amongst  you  to  concern  for  their  souls,  by  showing  them  how  those  souls  were  objects  of 
high  interest  to  “  principalities  and  powers;”  too  precious,  therefore,  to  be  periled  for 
the  baubles  which  men  ordinarily  pursue,  seeing  that  the  lofty  orders  of  the  spiritual 
world  continually  and  mightily  wrestle  for  their  possession.  And  this  would  have  been  a 
■sort  ot  gorgeous  theme.  Our  appeal  would  have  been  to  the  imagination;  and  as 
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though  we  had  been  setting  before  you  a  tale  of  knighthood  and  of  chivalry,  it  could 
hardly  have  been  possible  but  that  you  would  listen  with  eagerness,  however  indifferent 
you  might  be  to  the  great  practical  truths  we  wished  to  enforce.  But  on  this  occasion 
we  make  no  effort  to  lay  siege  to  the  imagination  ;  we  do  not  attempt  to  deal  with  the 
invisible  ;  we  fasten  you  down  to  our  burdened  world,  and  we  make  our  fellow-men, 
rather  than  angels  and  archangels,  preachers  to  you  of  righteousness  and  rebukers  of 
apostacy.  We  lay  no  seige  to  your  imagination,  inasmuch  as  we  present  you  with 
nothing  but  what  may  be  ascertained  through  your  senses.  In  place  of  urging  you  to 
attempt  a  flight  into  an  aerial  region,  that  you  may  contemplate  through  the  rich 
lenses  of  fancy  the  spectacle  of  embattled  squadrons  and  conflicting  hosts,  we  send  you 
to  islands  and  continents,  or  propose  to  you  to  send  others,  that  you  may  either  see  for 
yourselves,  or  learn  from  the  testimony  of  eye-witnesses,  what  is  passing  in  the  strong¬ 
holds  of  heathenism.  But  there  ought  to  he  at  the  least  as  powerful  a  voice  to  you  from 
the  temples  of  idols,  as  from  the  shock  of  the  meeting  of  angels,  when  the  battle  is  for 
mastery  over  your  souls.  If  I  may  not  look  for  the  same  hold  on  the  imagination,  I 
may  justly  expect  as  strong  a  verdict  of  the  judgment,  now  that  I  appeal  to  the  known 
state  of  the  pagan  world,  and  hold  up  the  tenacity  with  which  idols  are  clung  to,  as  wit¬ 
ness  against  ourselves,  if  we  desert  or  neglect  the  one  true  God,  as  revealed  to  us 
through  his  Son  Jesus  Christ.  At  other  times,  we  may  have  summoned  you  to  hearken 
to  a  deep  and  thrilling  sound  from  isles  and  continents ;  to  the  wail  as  of  perishing 
thousands  borne  across  the  waters,  entreating  that  you  would  send  to  them  the  Gospel 
of  salvation ;  but  now,  it  is  not  the  cry  for  assistance  which  breaks  upon  the  ear,  but 
the  cry  of  reproach,  the  cry  of  warning,  the  cry  of  exhortation.  Listen  to  it,  men  and 
brethren  !  Far  off  islands  are  preaching  to  you.  The  vast  districts  of  the  earth,  which 
are  yet  darkened  by  superstition,  assume  the  office  of  counsellors.  Cities  where  the  cross 
of  Christ  has  no  place,  mountains  whose  summits  are  yet  altars  to  the  stars,  forests 
whose  recesses  shroud  lying  vanities,  rivers  whose  waters  are  thought  to  wash  away  sin— all 
these  combine  to  give  forth  an  utterance  which  chides  the  wavering,  rebukes  the 
unstable,  and  warns  the  indifferent.  Oh  !  if  the  men  of  Nineveh  are  to  rise  up  in  judg¬ 
ment,  and  condemn  by  their  repentance  the  unbelieving  Jews  ;  verily  the  heathen  of 
the  present  day  shall  condemn,  by  tbeir  impenitence,  numbers  who  have  been  born  in 
a  Christian  land  and  who  bear  the  Christian  name.  Yes  !  by  their  impenitence.  It 
sounds  strange  that  the  heathen  should  condemn  us  by  that  which  must  at  last  be  their 
own  condemnation  ;  but  it  is  so.  They  are  not  to  be  persuaded  to  forsake  what  is  cruel, 
and  oppressive,  and  galling ;  whereas  we  scarcely  need  persuasion  to  induce  us  to  forsake 
what  “  hath  the  promise  of  the  life  that  now  is,  and  of  that  which  is  to  come.”  They 
observe  with  all  rigour  what  is  stern  and  what  is  revolting,  and  we  too  often  treat  with 
all  carelessness  what  is  as  gracious  as  it  is  glorious.  In  short,  according  to  our  former 
expression,  are  not  idols  better  served  than  God — served  with  greater  diligence,  greater 
constancy,  greater  sacrifice,  greater  endurance  ?  If  so,  then  the  case  is  made  out,  and 
the  very  idolaters  must  be  witnesses  against  us.  Let  us  take,  therefore,  a  lesson  from 
idolatry,  and  be  shamed  by  it  into  zeal  for  our  religion,  and  faithfulness  to  our  God.  If 
we  have  put  our  hand  to  the  plough,  we  will  not  look  back.  If  a  pure  Christianity  hath 
been  established  amongst  us,  we  will  not  allow  it  to  be  supplanted  by  a  spurious.  If 
revelation  hath  been  received  as  supreme,  we  will  not  suffer  it  to  give  place  to  philosophy. 
There  are  other  spectators  of  our  course  besides  angels,  who  having  “kept  their  first 
estate,”  urge  and  aid  us  to  hold  fast  our  profession,  that  we  may  have  share  in  their  bles¬ 
sedness.  There  are  other  witnesses  besides  “  the  noble  army  of  martyrs;”  ancestors  who 
counted  not  their  lives  dear,  that  they  might  transmit  to  us  “  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus.” 
The  millions  of  China  look  on  ;  the  untold  tribes  of  Africa  take  the  post  of  observation; 
the  broad  Pacific  bears  upon  its  bosom  a  multitude  of  watchers  :  and  if,  whether  as  a 
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nation  or  as  individuals,  we  fall  away  from  that  faith  through  which  alone  is  salvation, 
a  loud  cry,  a  cry  against  which  there  will  be  no  appeal,  shall  be  heard  from  heathen 
lands— a  cry  that  though  the  nations  persisted  in  “  walking  every  one  in  the  name  of 
his  God,”  though  their  gods  were  no  gods,  yet  have  Christians  swerved  from  the 
righteous  resolution  announced  in  the  text — “  We  will  walk  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  our 
God  for  ever  and  ever.”  Does  the  text  say,  “  for  ever?”  May  this  be  yours— to  “walk 
in  the  name  of  the  Lord,”  by  the  light  of  his  word,  and  in  the  path  of  his  command¬ 
ments.  This  is  to  have  God  here  as  our  guardian  and  our  guide;  and  he  who  realizes 
this  here,  shall  have  God  as  his  portion  hereafter  :  in  his  name  he  shall  rejoice,  and  with 
his  presence  shall  he  be  satisfied  “  for  ever  and  ever.” 
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